October 2018

Dear Ron Russell Families,
The first month of school has come and gone! It has been a pleasure getting to
know you and your children. Our teachers have been working hard to get to know
their students, and I am proud of the efforts our students are showing to learn each
and every day.
At the end of September, we had our second PBIS Assembly where we celebrated
our students and their hard work. We honored over 50 staff-selected
Timberwolves who demonstrated excellent effort in class (“Academic All-Stars”),
a strong adherence to our school rules and behavioral expectations (“Student of the
Month”), and Perfect Attendance. This is a monthly recognition. Families of
“Student of the Month” are invited to attend via a letter through the mail.
October is National Bullying Prevention Month, so we kicked off our AntiBullying Campaign and monthly character trait of Respect at the assembly.
Students in 6th grade receive a weekly small group lesson with counselors-intraining from Lewis & Clark College on positive peer interactions. Teachers will
continue to deliver lessons around respect, judgments, stereotypes, and
cyberbullying in all advisory classes. We also have Leadership students share
quotes and strategies during morning announcements that support each month’s
character trait.
Picture Retake Day is Friday, October 26.
Mark your calendars for our Fall Conferences on Monday, November 19 (2:004:00 and 5:00-8:00) and Tuesday, November 20 (11:00-4:00 and 5:00-8:00).
Conferences are arena-style for your convenience. They are key to your child’s
academic success this year. As you know, when we can work together with your
family, your child wins!

October
24 Volleyball Games @ RRMS 6th grade
5PM, 7th grade 5PM & 6PM, 8th grade
7PM
26 Picture Re-Take Day
31 Halloween

November
2

Volleyball Games @RRMS 6th grade
5PM, 7th grade 5PM & 6PM, 8th grade
7PM

2

PBIS Awards Assembly/Tracker Party

4

Daylight Savings
Change your clocks back one hour

6

Election Day

8

REAP District Family Night

9

No School Grades K-8

Arena Style: This means that you show up and go around to meet your child’s
teachers. Students are encouraged to accompany you. Sixth grade teachers are in
The Commons. Seventh grade, eighth grade, and Special Education teachers are in
the Lower Gym. SLP-A, Life Skills, and ESL teachers are in their classrooms.

12 No School – Veteran’s Day Observed

Interpreters Available: Spanish and Russian interpreters are available both days
at all times. Vietnamese, Chinese, and Somali interpreters are available both days
from 5:00-8:00PM.

19-20
Book Fair

Here are some possible topics for conferences:
• What are my child’s strength and area of improvement?
• Why is my child’s grade what it is?
• How do I check on my child’s assignments and grades more frequently?
• Does my child turn in homework on time?
• Does my child participate in class?
• What can I do at home to help?
• How can my child raise the grade?
• What should my child do if they do not understand the assignment?
Other events during conferences:
• Book Giveaway in Lower Gym. You can also bring your used books to
share.
• SUN & Family Leadership Team (FLT) Winter Clothing Drive in the
Upper Gym

13-16
Book Fair

19 Fall Conferences 2-4PM & 5-8PM
20 Fall Conferences 11AM-8PM
21 No School
22-23
Thanksgiving Holiday – No School
29 MS Honor Jazz Band @DDHS PAC 7PM

HOME OF THE TIMBERWOLVES

•
•

•
•
•

SUN & Family Leadership Team (FLT) Winter
Clothing Drive in the Upper Gym
Partnership Information: Family Leadership Team,
REAP, IRCO, Latino Network, Volunteers of
America, and more
Book Fair in the Library - Enchanted Forest of Books:
Discover Your Story
ParentVUE Account Activation Support in the Library
District Parent Survey in the Library

If you should have any questions regarding your child’s
experience at Ron Russell or about the school and its programs,
please feel free to contact me. My phone number is 503-2566519.
Best to you,
Principal Truong

Hello Timberwolf Students & Families! My name is
Angie Ortiz-McNeese and I am the new School
Improvement Coordinator at RRMS. As a graduate of
David Douglas School District, I spent 13 years as a
student and now 13 years as an educator. When
students ask me why I am not teaching anymore, I have
two responses. One response is that I like new
challenges. The other reason is the opportunity to
support student success in a different way. I want every
student to believe they can achieve.
Part of my responsibility is our Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) program. PBIS is a
school-wide system of consistent expectations for each
environment within a school setting. Those students that
meet expectations receive acknowledgement of their
positive choices.
At RRMS, our expectations are:
Respectful
Responsible
Making Good Choices
Safe
I look forward to working with your student throughout
the school year. Please feel free to contact me by email
at angie_ortiz-mcneese@ddsd40.org.

The Oregon Department of Education is implementing new
Health Education Standards in 2018. Join Sasha Grenier, Sexual
Health and School Health Specialist from the Oregon Department
of Education, in a discussion of: ● Oregon’s new Human
Sexuality Health Education standards ● Legal requirements
around human sexuality education and violence prevention ●
What these new standards look like in practice ● Roles of
caregivers and educators in human sexuality education Thursday,
October 18th 5:30-7:00 pm David Douglas District Office,
Upstairs Conference Room Interpreters will be provided in
Spanish, Russian, and Vietnamese. If another language is
required please contact Cheryl O’Brien at 503-261-8228 by
October 12th.

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow
belongs to those who prepare for it today.” - Malcolm X

BOOK FAIR IS COMING!!
The Scholastic Book Fair will be in the Ron Russell
Library on November 13th-16th and November 19th20th. Families are invited to visit the fair during
conferences on Monday, November 19th and Tuesday,
November 20th. Parent volunteers are needed so
please contact carin_rosenberg@ddsd40.org if you are
able to help out. You can also shop from home with
our online fair beginning November 7th
at www.scholastic.com/fair.

Follow the RRMS Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/ron.russell.378199
and Twitter account
https://twitter.com/RRTimberwolves

